Comfort Hedgehog


· Cut out the flexible ruler image.
· Carve off the initial surface of egg.
· Blacken the tip for the nose as a reference point.

Identify the center of the sides. Mark the egg with two lines running along the side and two running along the top/bottom. Mark T on the top, B on the bottom, R on the rear.  The two lines running along the sides are the coat lines.  




Mark the crown: Position the ruler so 0” is at the nose. Measure and make three marks 5/8” from the nose.  One along the top line and the one along each side line. Draw a semi-circle connecting these three marks.
Crown Line

T



Mark the brow line: Position the ruler on the crown semicircle you just made. Mark ½” down from the top line along the left and right side. Draw a dark line between these two marks – this is the brow line.
T

Brow Line



Mark the ear depth: Position the ruler from the nose to one end of the brow line.  Mark 9/8” back from the nose.  Draw a dark line from the brow line back to this mark.  Repeat on the other side.
Ear Depth

T




Mark the ears: Position the ruler on the crown semicircle.  Pull the ruler back along the body until it is at the end of the dark ear lines just drawn.  Draw a dark line along the ruler from the ears to the sides of the body.

T



Top View			Front View


Carve the brow:  Scoop out the section from the brow to the nose.

Shape the head:  Taper carve from Point 2 to the nose, narrowing the head.

Shape the body: Subdivide each quadrant of the bottom in half by drawing a division line from nose to rear.  Repeat with another division line on the other quadrant of the bottom. Staying below the coat line on each side, scoop this “lower body” section from the nose to “near” the rear on each side.

Make the feet: The bottom centerline divides the right from the left feet.  Draw a line perpendicular to the centerline a small bit behind the back of the ears = front of front legs.  Draw another perpendicular line, halving the distance from the line just drawn to the rear = the front of the back legs. Separate the four sections into legs with grooves between them. 


B


Shape the snout: Taper carve from the front of the legs to the nose, following the oval shape of the egg.  Keep the nose pointing up to given the creature a sniffing posture.

Review, refine, finish: For the hair, nick the body randomly, but in a flow snout to back. Examine the shape and adjust where needed.  Sand. Option: Put cinnamon on a wet cloth and smooth over body to color the nicks and the body. Polyurethane for final coat.

Adapted from Carving Comfort Animals, Editors of Woodcarving Illustrated compil., Fox Chapel Publishing, 2020
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